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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WASHINCTON, D.C. 20483

July 25, 2008
Martin H. Nesbitt, Treasurer
Obama for America
PO Box 8102 Response Due Date:
Chicago, IL 63680 Aungust 25, 2008

[dentification Number: C00431445
Reference: Amended October Quarterly Report (7/1/07 - 9/30/07), received 3/4/08
Dear Treasurer:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s further review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
your federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the
response date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action, Additional
information is needed for the following 2 items:

1. Schedule A-P of your report discloses one or more contributions that
appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act (see attachment #1). You
should examine all of your contributions to check for additional excessive
contributions. The Committee’s procedures for processing contributions
should also be reviewed.

It appears that several transactions on Schedule(s) A supporting line(s)
17(a) of vour report disclose the original contribution of an individual more
than once, as well as an amount with a description of “net contribution™. It
appears as though these transactions are being reported for the purposes of
reattribution and redesignation, In most occurrences these transactions are
correctly reported as memo entries. However, in other instances the memo
entries are not provided and are therefore creating excessive confributions.
Please check to ensure that all contmbutions from an individual de not
exceed the per election limit and are being reported accurately with the
appropriate memo entries. Again, failure to include memo entries for
restated original confributions, net contributions, redesignations, and
reattributions will be considered excessive if the sum of all contributions
exceed the per election limt.
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An individual or a political committee other than an authorized committee
or qualified multi-candidate committee may not make a contribution to a
candidate for federal office in excess of $2,300 per election. An authorized
committee may not make a contrnibution to a candidate for federal office in
excess of $2,000 per election. A qualified multi-candidate committee and
all affiliated committees may not make a contribution(s) to a candidate for
federal office in excess of $5,000 per election. The term "contribution”
includes any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or deposit of money or
anything of value made by any person for the purpose of influencing any
election for federal office. (2 U.S.C. §§ 441a(a) and (f); 11 CFR §§
110.1(b), () and (k)}

If any apparently excessive contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you must amend your original report with the
clarifying information. If any contribution: you received exceeds the limits,
you may have to refund the excessive amount.

Excessive contributions may be retained if within sixty (60) days of receipt,
the excessive portions are properly redesignated or reattributed. Guidelines
for each option are provided below:

For reattributions, excessive contributions from individuals can be retained,
if within sixty (60) days of receipt, the excessive amount is properly
reattributed to another person. Please note that reattrjbutions only apply to
gxcessive contributions from individuals. An excessive contribution is
considered properly reattributed if (1)} the contributors provide the
committee with written documentation, signed by each confributor,
authorizing a reattribution and indicating the amount of the confribution to
be attributed to each contributor, or (2) the committee reattributes, by
presumption, the excessive portion of the contribution if the contribution
was made on a written instrument from a joint account and was signed by
only one of the account holders. _In this case, the treasurer must notify the
contributors in writing within 60 days of receiving the contribution that the
committee intends to reattribute the excessive portion and must give the
contributor an opportunity to request a refund. {11 CFR §

110.1(k)(3)(11)(B))

For redesignations, the funds can be retained if within sixty (60) days of
receipt the excessive amount is properly redesignated for a different
election. An excessive contribution is considered properly redesignated if
{1) the committee obtains signed wriften documentation from the
contributor(s) authonzing the redesignation of the contribution for another
election, provided thaf the new designation does not exceed the Iimitations
on contributions made with respect to that election, or (2) your committee
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redesignates by presumption the excessive portion of the contribution for
another election provided that the new designation does not exceed the
limitations on contributions made with respect to that election, In this case,
the treasurer must notify the contributor of the redesignation in writing
within 60 days of the treasurer’s receipt of the contribution. The
notification must give the conimbutor an opporfunity te request a refund.
(11 CFR § 110.1(b)(5)(11(B)) Please note that vou cannot presumptively
redesignate an excessive contribution from a multi-candidate commitiee.
Also, a contribution can only be redesignated to a previous election io the
extent that the contribution does not exceed the committee’s net debts
outstanding for that election. (11 CFR § 110.1(b)}(3)(i})

If the foregoing conditions for reattributions or redesignations are not met

within 60 days of receipt of the contribution, the excessive amount must be
refunded. See 11 CFR § 103.3(b)(3).

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide photocopies of any refund checks and/ or letters
reatiributing or redesignating the contributions in question. Refunds are
reported on Line 28 of the Detailed Summary Page and on a supporting
Schedule B-P of the report covering the period in which they are made.
Redesignations and reattributions are reported as memo entries on Schedule
A-P of the report covering the period in which the authorization for the
redesignation and/or reattribution is received. {11 CFR §§ 104.8(d)(2), (3)
and (4}}

The acceptance of excessive contributions is a serious problem. Again, the
comimittee's procedures for processing contributions should be examined
and corrected in order to avoid this problem. Although the Commission
may take further legal action, prompt action by you to refund, redesignate,
and/or reattribute of the excessive amount will be taken into consideration.

2, Commission Repgulations require the continuous reporting of all
outstanding debts. This report indicates an omission of debts itemized on
yout previous report(s) (see attachment #2} with opening debt balances of
$0.00. (11 CFR §§ 104.3(d) and 104.11) Please file an amendment to your
report ta ensure that the opening debt balance for each vendor equals the
closing debt balance for that same vendor on your most recent July
Quarterly Report.

Failure to correct this issue could result in acceptance of excessive in-kind
contributions from prohibited sources. (2 U.S.C. § 441b(a)) If this issue
has cccurred due to an error in your compliance software program, you
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must contact your vendor so that thits 1ssue can be corrected and your
reports adequately amended.

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on
this matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the
due date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action
will be inttiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result m an
enforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee
will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to

taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which te respond will
not be considered.

Electronic_filers must file amendments (to include statements. designations and
reporis) in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entirefy, rather

than just those portions of the report that are being amended. If you should have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
contact us on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or use the local numbers listed below.

Sincerely,

Christian Hilland ﬁﬁﬂﬂ& Hough W
Senior Campaign Finance Analyst Campaign Finance Analyst
Reports Analysis Division Reports Analysis Division

(202) 694-1393 (202) 694-11635

406




Excessive and/or Prohibited Contributions
Obama for Amerlca (C00431445)
Amanded October Quarterly Report (711107 - 9/30/07), received 3/4/08

P = Primary Election
G = Genaral Elaction

L8R 53%2301278

Attachment # 1
CONTRIBUTOR NAME DATE AMOUNT ELECTION
Barbakow Margo B 92712007 $4,600.00 P2008
Barbakow Margo B 9/27/2007 -$2,300.00 P2008
Barbakow Marge B 02742007 $4,600.00 P2008
Barbakow Margo B §/27/2007 -$2,300.00 P2008
Barbakow Margo B 9/2 712007 $4,600.00 P2008
Bruno Daniel 2{12{2007 $1,000.00 FP2008
Bruno Daniel 3292007 ~$1,300.00 | P2008
Bruno Daniel 4/4/2007 $118.85 FZ2008
Bruno Daniel 4/8/2007 $2,3200.00 F2008
Bruno Daniel N N 4/6/2007 -$2,300.00 F2008
Bruna Daniel 8/10/2007 $25.00 FP2008
Brung Daniel 6/11/2007 -5118.85 P2008
Levy Francis N. Mr 9/28/2007 $4,600.00 P2008
Levy Francis N. My 9f28/2007 o -52,300.00 P2008
Levy Francis N, Mr _9/28/2007 $4,600.00 _ P2008
Neu Wendy Kelman 6/30/2007 $4,600.00 | P2008
Neau Wendy Kelman 6/30/2007 -$2,300.00 P2008
Neu Wendy Kalman 71182007 $154.18 f P2008
Wil s Douglas 6/30/2007 $1,000.00 P2008
Weil S Douglas 9/30/2007 $2,300.00 P2008

Page 1 of 1
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Dropped Debts from Prior Report

{£0.00 Cpening Debt Balances with Prior Closing Debt Balances)
Obama for America {C00431445)

Amended October Quarterly Report {71107 - 9/30/07), received 3/4/08

Attachment # 2
NAME _ AMOUNT
421 Witlow Corp $1,865.98
Above the Fold Communications & Design $800.00
Accenture - F & S Processing Attn: Reginald D. Taylor-Ochoa _ . $31,291.50
Accountemps $1,072.00
ACS Sound and Lighting $2,840.65
Aetna $108,522.43
AKP Message & Media ) $50.082 94
| An Executive Decision - $51,857.65
Arsenault, Leigh B $750.00
AVF Cansulting $1,072.50
Benenson Strategy Group 52,389.05
Blue State Digital, LLC ) $30,155.88
Brightcove . $15,761.94
Brilliant Corners Research ) $33,250.00
Camelot Parly Supplies $2,084.20
Captured Moments _ $700.00
Camivale $12,100.00
CDW Direct LLC B _ $3,57567
Champion, Robert T, $549.38
Crimson Creative Group _ $1,488.6B|
David Binder Research $103,654 .00
Decker, Anita $600.00
Dell Computer Corp. C/O Deil USA LP } . $5,177.54
Design Cuising | $2,931.81
DHL Express {USA) Inc. $842 60
Drinker Biddle & Roth LLF $955.00
£A Logistics $555.01
Emmons, Katrina $1.580.93
Flik International 3 _ - $693.60
| Freeman $530.00
Gage, Peter $53373
GMMB B $38,616.40
Hildebrand Tewes Consulting $3,807.82
J.G.'s Old Furniture Systems $1,060.00
Jerome's $570.78
JK Sound 5 $725.00
Keystane Press ) $930.00
Kuryk Censulting, Inc. $7.000.00
Lavelle Cousin Issues Mgmt. $12,000,00
Level 3 Communications _ $1,580.00
Lexis Nexis 54 600.11
Limelight Netwarks _ $2,820.45
Love, Reginald $713.82
LSG Strategies _ $1,834.88
McCormmach, Alexander $1,000.,00
MidAmerican Energy $1,547.18)
Mitlennium Leasing $14,948.22
Mise en Place . _ o $866.50
Multimedia Audio Visual $4.403.88

Fage 1 of 2
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Dropped Debts from Prior Repoit

{$0.00 Cpening Debt Balances with Prior Closing Debt Balances)
Obama for America {CQ0431445)

Ameandad October Quarterly Report (7/1/07 - 9/30/07), received 3/4/08

AHachment # 2
New Hampshire Technical insititute N $560.00
NGP - ol $12,987.50
Northeast Office Furniture, Inc - ] 3 $3,550.00
Fithey Bowes $1,600.00/
| Premiere Global Services B $5.109.75
Princess Maids, inc. $540.00
Qwest B N $4,586.51
Rex Electric, Inc. 57.200.00
Rivera, Ray o _ $1,267.15
River City Sound and Lights _ _ $1,230.50
Rospars, Joseph $20,000.00
Shannon, Julia £750.00
Shepardson Stern & Kaminsky $15,000.00
Sound Concepls, Inc. $8.211.75
SoundPath Conferencing _ £3,5458.20
Spielman’'s Event Services $3,257.56
SRC Sound Production & Sales o $2,921.60
Staples Business Advantage L . $10,71863
Strategic Telemetry | $2,500.00
The Golden Leaf $1 .263165|
The Strategy Group - [ " $180,374.24
Tiger Direct $8,34R.58
UPS $6,033.57
Verizon _ $7,828.99
VIP Grand $1,805.04
Willard, Suzzane L. $703.76
Yioes Enferprise Services $848.00
Ziskend, Herbie $613.63

Fage 2 of 2
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